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13th May 2020 

Dear Student and Family, 

As you are undoubtedly aware, due to the Coronavirus epidemic, there have been significant changes 

regarding the public examinations for Summer 2020. We are very aware that, despite assurances 

provided by Government, this could be both a confusing and stressful time for students who were 

expecting to sit examinations and be awarded qualifications this summer. 

The purpose of this letter is to provide assurance from the Trust, to you and your families, that the 

Trust has worked extensively on this matter to ensure that students are provided with the grades and 

qualifications that they deserve. In addition to this we will be outlining the process by which the Trust 

has been completing the requirements set out by the Government and Ofqual (the Office of 

Qualifications and Examinations Regulation) and where further information can be found if required. 

Following the decision by the Government to remove all public examinations, Ofqual were asked to 

provide guidance to schools and the exam boards that would allow the schools, through data already 

available, to provide an outcome judgement for each student in each subject. Ofqual determined that 

for exam boards to issue the fairest possible results, this judgement would need to be made up of a 

grade and relative ranking. Schools were asked to provide the most likely grade that would have been 

achieved had students been able to sit examinations as normal, and without disruption. 

Schools were instructed that this should be based upon an all-inclusive, professional judgement that 

balanced the range of evidence available. The Trust, rightly so, has placed the development of a 

process that meets the Government requirements as an absolute priority. 

As previously mentioned, the Government requirements are that a grade and a ranked position is 

submitted for every student that best describes the most likely outcome for that student. To ensure 

that this is a fair process, the schools, in every subject, have used all available and relevant information 

to professionally assess both the student grade and the ranking position. This has included the use of 

internal examinations, classwork and homework. The staff have also taken into consideration 

additional factors such as examination access arrangements that would have been in place in the 

summer examinations. 

Subject teachers have been asked to review all evidence available to them. Teachers of individual 

subjects have then come together, as a professional group, in a series of discussions, to ensure that 

the combined grading and ranking processes are consistent and fair to all students. Every student has 

been reviewed and discussed and the same member of the Senior Leadership Team has been present 

at every meeting to ensure that the process has been applied fairly and consistently across the schools. 

Following this, the subject decisions have been reviewed, and where necessary discussed further, both 

by the Senior Leadership Teams within the schools and by the UST Executive Team, again to ensure 

consistency and fairness across the Trust. The information will then be submitted to the exam boards 

for review. The Exam Boards have the right to change the submitted grades as there will be a national 
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and centralised process to standardise grading and ensure fairness across the country, so students 

may not necessarily be awarded the same grades as the school submitted.  

The Government also directed Ofqual to develop a system that will allow students to appeal if they 

feel that the evidence was not applied correctly. The Government have highlighted that this is not an 

appeal process to overturn teachers’ professional judgements. The appeals process may also include 

an additional exams series in the autumn term. The details of this are not yet available but are due 

shortly following the conclusion of a national consultation.  

In order to maintain the integrity of the process the Government has stated that the grades and 

ranking information is strictly confidential and cannot be released to any students. You should 

therefore be made aware that if a member of staff does disclose this information, it is highly likely 

that it could be found to be in breach of JCQ policy regarding examination malpractice. We would 

therefore ask that you respect this situation and do not place the teachers in a difficult and 

compromising position by asking for this information. We thank you in advance for your support in 

this. 

The schools continue to contact students who are impacted by this change and this can be an 

opportunity to raise any questions that you may have. Please note that the Government and Ofqual 

have produced a number of documents that may be able to answer any questions or address any 

concerns you may have. If there are any questions that are found to be common to a number of 

students that have not been addressed at the time of contact, then the Trust will look to produce a 

FAQ document to answer these queries. 

Further information regarding the examination changes can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020 

There are a number of documents that can be found at the address above, all of which contain 

extensive information but we would highly recommend reading the Ofqual “Letter to students – 

summer 2020 grading” found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020/letter-to-

students-summer-2020-grading 

We do hope that this information has provided reassurance and reduced any concerns regarding the 

grading process. 

Please continue to stay safe and well. 

 

Darren Kulesza-Smith 

Director of Data and Compliance 
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